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>FVX[F] XMVSYLM XMJ J\MNGNXNSR% : VJHJNZJI
FR JQFNP KVSQ FR FHUYFNRXFRHJ [MS MFI VJ_
HJNZJI XMJ HFVI' 9J WFNI%  AMFX NQFLJ NW KVSQ F
TMSXSLVFTM G] @YWFR <JNWJPFW' :W WMJ F[FVJ SK
]SYV YWJ2 3RI NK RSX% FVJ ]SY LSNRL XS FWO MJV
TJVQNWWNSR2 9J FPWS WJRX QJ XMJ PNRO XS XMJ
[JGWNXJ SK XMJ <FLRYQ >MSXS 3LJRH]% [MNHM
VJTVJWJRXW @YWFR' AMJ SVNLNRFP TMSXSLVFTM [FW
INKKJVJRX KVSQ XMJ KVFLQJRX : MFI KSYRI' AMJ
QFR [NXM XMJ <SPSXSZ HSHOXFNP [FW XMJ HJRXVFP
KNLYVJ SK F PFVLJV WHJRJ% KSV SRJ XMNRL% FRI MJ
[FW FPWS GVFRINWMNRL F VNKPJ' AMJ QFR% NX XYVRJI
SYX% [FW F =NHFVFLYFR VJGJP' AMJ TMSXSLVFTM
[FW KVSQ #(&%,%'.% @YWFR"W HJPJGVFXJI TMSXS
JWWF] SR XMJ VJZSPYXNSR% TYGPNWMJI G] >FRXMJSR
NR *0/*' : [FW KFWHNRFXJI G] XMJ SVNLNRFP NQFLJ
FRI XMJ VNHMRJWW SK XMJ RFVVFXNZJ GJMNRI NX% GYX
NX INIR"X QFOJ FR] INKKJVJRHJ XS QJ NR XJVQW SK
TJVQNWWNSR SV HVJINX'

@MSVXP] FKXJV XMJ J\MNGNX HPSWJI% XMSYLM% : VJ_
HJNZJI F PJXXJV WJRX G] F PF[]JV SR @YWFR"W GJ_
MFPK' AMJ PJXXJV NRKSVQJI QJ XMFX : MFI NR_
KVNRLJI YTSR @YWFR"W HST]VNLMX FRI XMFX : [FW
 WFNPNRL YRIJV XMJ KPFL SK TNVFH]' :X FWOJI XMFX :
LNZJ HVJINX XS XMJ WSYVHJ NR FR] J\MNGNXNSR SK

-, 93?>6?"@ <383E:=6 ( 764?B3?D +)).

XMJ TFNRXNRL FRI XMFX : FLVJJ XS WJJO [VNXXJR
TJVQNWWNSR KVSQ MJV GJKSVJ : QFIJ FR] KYVXMJV
VJTVSIYHXNSRW SK XMJ TFNRXNRL'

: NQQJINFXJP] QFIJ FR FTTSNRXQJRX [NXM F
PF[]JV% FRI : FPWS [JRX SRPNRJ XS FR FVXNWXW" INW_
HYWWNSR LVSYT : MFI PSRL GJJR KVJUYJRXNRL% F
ZNVXYFP TPFHJ MSWXJI G] F RSX_KSV_TVSKNX FVXW SV_
LFRN^FXNSR HFPPJI ?MN^SQJ'SVL' @YGWHVNGJVW XS
XMNW LVSYT [JVJ LNZJR XS INWHYWWNRL XMJNV
TMNPSWSTMNJW SK FTTVSTVNFXNSR% WFQTPNRL% VJQN\_
NRL% FRI HYVVJRX HST]VNLMX HSRXVSZJVWNJW' AS
STJR Q] WNXYFXNSR XS TYGPNH INWHYWWNSR [FW% KSV
QJ% F RFXYVFP XMNRL XS IS' : XMSYLMX XMFX NK
XMJVJ [FW FR FVLYQJRX XS GJ QFIJ XMNW [SYPI
GJ XMJ TPFHJ XS QFOJ NX' : [FW KJJPNRL TFVFRSNI%
XMSYLM% WS : INI RSX RFQJ RFQJW SV TSWX F PNRO
XS @YWFR"W TMSXSLVFTM' :RWXJFI% [J PNQNXJI SYV_
WJPZJW XS PSSONRL FX XMJ NQFLJ SK Q] TFNRXNRL
FRI INWHYWWNRL XMJ VJFWSRW [M] XMNW QNLMX GJ
MFTTJRNRL XS QJ'

CNXMNR F KJ[ IF]W : [FW VJFI] XS VJWTSRI' :
[VSXJ F PJXXJV XS @YWFR"W PF[]JV' 3W VJUYJWXJI% :
[SYPI NRHPYIJ F HVJINX PNRJ NR FPP HYVVJRX FRI
KYXYVJ INWTPF]W SK XMJ TFNRXNRL NXWJPK% FW [JPP FW
SR FR] VJTVSIYHXNSRW% HNXNRL @YWFR"W TMSXS_
LVFTM FW NXW WSYVHJ' 4YX : [SYPI RSX% : WFNI%
FLVJJ XS WJJO [VNXXJR FTTVSZFP KVSQ @YWFR FR]_
XNQJ Q] TFNRXNRL QNLMX GJ VJTVSIYHJI WSQJ_
'[MJVJ' : XMSYLMX XMNW [FW XSS INKKNHYPX F GYVIJR
XS FHHJTX YRIJV XMJ HNVHYQWXFRHJW' @YWFR"W
PF[]JV VJWTSRIJI [NXM F QYHM PSRLJV PJXXJV
XMFX HNXJI HFWJW XS WYTTSVX @YWFR"W TSWNXNSR FRI
VJUYJWXJI F !+%))) PNHJRWNRL KJJ KSV XMJ FIIN_
XNSRFP YWJW'

: [FW KVNLMXJRJI% FRI WS : IJHNIJI XS VJQSZJ
XMJ NQFLJ SK "*)*-*/ KVSQ Q] [JGWNXJ' CMJR :
FRRSYRHJI XMNW IJHNWNSR XS Q] SRPNRJ INWHYW_
WNSR LVSYT FX ?MN^SQJ% XMSYLM% WSQJXMNRL
YRJ\TJHXJI_WSQJXMNRL NRXJVJWXNRL_MFTTJRJI'

7NVWX% : PJFVRJI XMFX FR FVXNWX RFQJI ANQ
CMNIIJR MFI HSTNJI XMJ "*)*-*/ [JGTFLJ
FRI YTPSFIJI NX XS MNW S[R [JGWNXJ% HVJFXNRL F
 QNVVSV TFLJ' 3KXJV MJ TSWXJI XMJ PNRO XS
?MN^SQJ% WJZJVFP SXMJV FVXNWXW KSPPS[JI WYNX'
<NVVSVW SK "*)*-*/ WXFVXJI TSTTNRL YT FPP SZJV
XMJ TPFHJ'

AMJR XMNRLW XSSO FR JZJR SIIJV XYVR' 3R
FVXNWX RFQJI <FVO ?NZJV FTTVSTVNFXJI F TSVXNSR
SK "*)*-*/ FRI QFIJ F HSPPFLJ IJTNHXNRL XMNW FHX
SK QNVVSVNRL1
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; >H=NF?GM PBHL? FCLLCHG CL% CG I;KM% MH IKHOC>?
MB? IN<EC= PCMB ; K?=HK> H@ ?O?GML H@ LH=C;E ;G>
BCLMHKC=;E O;EN?TB;O? MB? KCABM MH =HGMKHE MB?
=HGM?GM H@ MBCL >H=NF?GM @HK ;EE MCF?* 7BHNE>
;KMCLML <? ;EEHP?> MH >?=C>? PBH =;G =HFF?GM
HG MB?CK PHKD ;G> BHP* -;G =HIRKCABM E;P% ;L
CM LM;G>L% @NG=MCHG CG ;GR P;R ?Q=?IM ;L ; A;A HKT
>?K* 8B?L? K?F;CG HI?G JN?LMCHGL @HK F;GR
I?HIE?' 1M P;L ; <EHAA?K G;F?> !GF;S=;%! BHPT
?O?K% PBH IHL?> PB;M B;L% @HK F?% <?=HF? MB?
=?GMK;E JN?LMCHG CG ;EE H@ MB? ;=MCOCMR LNKKHNG>T
CGA &636869" 6?@?KKCGA MH MB? EHG? @CANK? H@ MB;M
7;G>CGCLM; K?<?E% GF;S=; ;LD?>% !9BH HPGL MB?
KCABML MH MBCL F;G"L LMKNAAE?*!
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8:8+5 4-18-3+8* 4T KRJ MBH>OFKJNEFL OK OEFN
LF@OPMB K?QFKPNHT FN QBMT AFCCBMBJO CMKI 2KT!N$
5K KJB @>J  @KJOMKH >MO" KC @KPMNB" ?PO FO FN
FILKMO>JO OK IBWFJ C>@O" FO FN @BJOM>H OK IT
RKMGWOE>O 1 AK RE>O 1 @>J OK MBNLB@O OEB FJAFW
QFAP>HFOT KC OEB LBKLHB 1 LEKOKDM>LE" >HH KC
REKI BSFNO FJ NLB@FCF@ OFIBN >JA LH>@BN$ 1JW
ABBA" 2KT!N LM>@OF@B KC AB@KJOBSOP>HFUFJD >J FIW
>DB >N > L>FJOBM FN LMB@FNBHT OEB KLLKNFOB KC IT

KRJ EKLB >N > LEKOKDM>LEBM OK @KJOBSOP>HFUB
>J FI>DB$ 8K EBMB FN NKIB @KJOBSO* 1 OKKG OEB
LF@OPMB >?KQB FJ 5F@>M>DP>" REF@E E>A ?BBJ
MPHBA ?T OEB 8KIKU> C>IFHT NFJ@B ?BCKMB ;KMHA
;>M 11$ 9EB .835" LKLPH>MHT GJKRJ >N OEB 8>JW
AFJFNO>N" E>A KLLKNBA OE>O MBDFIB NFJ@B OEB B>MHT
8FSOFBN$ 1 OKKG OEB LF@OPMB ?BHKR KJ > EFHHNFAB
GJKRJ >N OEB LH>@B REBMB +J>NO>NFK 8KIKU>!N
J>OFKJ>H DP>MA RKPHA BSB@POB NPNLB@OBA MB?BHN$

'( 0+76-7!8 4+/+=15-  .-,7:+7< &%%) 6EKOKDM>LEN V 8PN>J 4BFNBH>NC4>DJPI 6EKOKN



0ND MORE CONTEXT/ 5 MADE THE IMAGE IN QUES\
TION ON 6ULY )+$ ).,.$ THE EVE OF THE DAY THAT =O\
MOZA WOULD FLEE 9ICARAGUA FOREVER& @HAT IS HAP\
PENING IS ANYTHING BUT A  RIOT& $’ FACT$ THE MAN
IS THROWING HIS BOMB AT A =OMOZA NATIONAL GUARD
GARRISON$ ONE OF THE LAST SUCH GARRISONS REMAIN\
ING IN =OMOZA!S HANDS& 5T WAS AN IMPORTANT MO\
MENT IN THE HISTORY OF 9ICARAGUA\THE =ANDIN\
ISTAS WOULD SOON TAKE POWER AND HOLD THAT POWER
FOR ANOTHER DECADE\AND THIS IMAGE ENDED UP
REPRESENTING THAT MOMENT FOR A LONG TIME TO
COME& 5 DON!T THINK IT WAS PUBLISHED ANYWHERE AT
THAT TIME$ AND IT WAS ONLY PUBLISHED IN MY BOOK
A YEAR OR SO LATER$ BUT IN THE YEARSSINCE$ THE IM\
AGE HAS BEEN SUBJECTED TO MANY KINDS OF REAP\
PROPRIATIONS$ MOST OF WHICH$ FAR FROM CONDEMN\
ING$ 5 HAVE WELCOMED&

>HE FIRST TIME 5 RE\ENCOUNTERED  8OLOTOV
8AN \AS 5 HAD COME TO THINK OF HIM\WAS
IN ).-($ WHEN 5 SAW THESE MATCHBOX COVERS
CELEBRATING THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF THE =AN\
DINISTA REVOLUTION&

:VER THE YEARS$ THOUGH$ 8OLOTOV 8AN KEPT AP\
PEARING AND REAPPEARING$ USED BY DIFFERENT PLAY\
ERS FOR DIFFERENT PURPOSES& >HE LEADERS OF
9ICARAGUA!S 2ATHOLIC 2HURCH$ FOR INSTANCE$ NO\
TICED THAT HE HAD BEEN WEARING A CRUCIFIX$ SO
THEY REPRODUCED HIS IMAGE ON THE COVER OF THIS
MAGAZINE IN TRIBUTE TO 3ASPAR 3ARDA 7AVIANA$ A
6ESUIT PRIEST KILLED IN ).,- WHILE FIGHTING THE
=OMOZA REGIME& ">HIS WAS BEFORE THE 2HURCH IT\
SELF TURNED AGAINST THE =ANDINISTAS&#

"+ ).-*$ AS 250\FUNDED 2ONTRAS FLOODED ACROSS
THE 4ONDURAN BORDER AND THE COUNTERREVOLU\

;HOTOGRAPHS [ =USAN 8EISELAS'8AGNUM ;HOTOS

TION GATHERED STRENGTH$ THE =ANDINISTAS ATTEMPTED
A KIND OF VIRAL CAMPAIGN$ PRE\5NTERNET$ ON THE
WALLS ALL OVER 9ICARAGUA TO RAISE A POPULAR MILI\
TIA& >HEY HOPED TO ASSOCIATE 8OLOTOV 8AN!S IM\
AGE WITH THE =PANISH 2IVIL @AR\ERA ANTI\FASCIST
SLOGAN %& ;0S0<09\ THEY SHALL NOT PASS& 

0T THE SAME TIME$ THE 2ONTRAS THEMSELVES
USED 8OLOTOV 8AN IN THEIR FUND\RAISING CAM\
PAIGN TO GAIN FURTHER SUPPORT IN THE ?NITED =TATES
TO FIGHT THE =ANDINISTAS&

!,**0+)./
 ((-'..),+ #

$’ "#)&%-%(0%
$ "#-)%, $ %’(&

"###### !!!

"+ )..($ 5 RETURNED TO 9ICARAGUA WITH TWO
FILMMAKERS TO DOCUMENT WHAT HAD HAPPENED
TO THE PEOPLE IN MY EARLIER PHOTOGRAPHS& 5
LEARNED THAT  8OLOTOV 8AN WAS ;ABLO 0RAUZ$
WHO WAS KNOWN AS  1ARETA DURING THE WAR$
STILL IDENTIFIED HIMSELF AS A =ANDINISTA$ AND HAD
ENDED UP WITH A FAMILY AND A PRETTY GOOD JOB
DELIVERING LUMBER& "4E OWNED HIS OWN TRUCK&#

’&()"&$#&  !



:JFS[MNQJ#XMJ?FSINSNWXFWHTSXNSYJIXT
UFNSX:TQTXTZ :FS TS XMJ [FQQWTK
;NHFVFLYF#FQTSL[NXMTXMJVMJVTJWTKXMJVJZ`
TQYXNTS#NSHQYINSL3FSNJQ<VXJLF WGVTXMJV
2FRNQT!NSLQFWWJW"#[MT [FWPNQQJIG] ?TRT^F
KTVHJWNS(/-.%

8SXJVJWXNSLQ]#[MJS XMJ?FSINSNWXFW[JVJ
ZTXJI KVTRTKKNHJNS(//'# XMFXWFRJ[FQQNS
XMJUVTZNSHJTK:FWF]F [FWGQFHPJSJITZJVFW
NK]TY HTYQIOYWXJVFWJMNWXTV]%

CJX[MJS 8 VJXYVSJIXT;NHFVFLYFNS(///#
TS XMJX[JSXNJXMFSSNZJVWFV]TKXMJVJZTQY`
XNTS#XMFXWFRJNRFLJTK:TQTXTZ:FS [FWFQQ
TZJVXMJUQF^FWTK:FSFLYF#TSQ]ST[ NX[FWNS
@̀WMNVXKTVR%

+. 70>=4> ? :060D8;4  541>A0>C )''-

1FVJXFVJRFNSJIXMJW]RGTQTKXMFXYUVNWNSL
KTVXMJX[JSX]`KNKXM`FSSNZJVWFV]HJQJGVFXNTS
NS)''*%

@MFXWFRJ]JFV#8 IJHNIJI XTJ\UQTVJFSI
ITHYRJSXMT[ XMJUJTUQJTK;NHFVFLYF[JVJ
NSXJVFHXNSL[NXMXMNWMNWXTV]#FSI WT8 GVTYLMX
SNSJXJJSRYVFQ`WN^JIUVNSXW`:TQTXTZ:FS
FRTSLXMJR`GFHPXTXMJUQFHJW8MFIWMTXXMJ
TVNLNSFQNRFLJW%

8S;TZJRGJV)'',# 3FSNJQ<VXJLF[FWJQJHX`
JI UVJWNIJSXTK;NHFVFLYF#FSI XMJ?FSINSNWXFW
[JVJ TSHJFLFNSWJXXTXFPJUT[JV%@MJKTQQT[`
NSLRTSXM#>TGJVX6FXJW#XMJSYRGJV`X[T
RFS FXXMJ280 [MJS NX[FWKYSINSLXMJ2TS`
XVFW#[FWHTSKNVRJIG] 2TSLVJWWFWWJHVJXFV]TK
IJKJSWJ%7J [NQQST[ UVTWJHYXJXMJZJV] [FV
XMFX9T] WF]WHFYWJIMJVXTHQFNRXMJNRFLJTK
=FGQT0VFY^%

@MJVJNWST IJS]NSL NSXMNWINLNXFQFLJXMFX
NRFLJWFVJNSHVJFWNSLQ]INWQTHFXJIFSI KFV
RTVJJFWNQ]IJHTSXJ\XYFQN^JI%@JHMSTQTL]FQ`
QT[WYWXTIT RFS] XMNSLW#GYXXMFXITJWSTX
RJFS [J RYWXIT XMJR%8SIJJI# NXWJJRWXT
RJ XMFXNKMNWXTV]NW[TVPNSLFLFNSWXHTSXJ\X#
XMJS[J RYWX#FWFVXNWXW#[TVP FQQXMJMFVIJVXT
VJHQFNRXMFXHTSXJ\X%BJ T[J XMNWIJGX
TKWUJHNKNHNX]STXOYWXXTTSJ FSTXMJVGYX
XTTYVWYGOJHXW#[NXM[MTR [J MFZJFS NR`
UQNHNXHTSXVFHX%

8SJZJVINI WYJ9T] NSXMJJSI# STVINI 8HTQ`
QJHXFS] QNHJSWNSLKJJW%1YX8WXNQQKJJQWXVTSLQ]#
FW8[FXHM=FGQT0VFY^ WHTSXJ\XGJNSLWXVNUUJI
F[F]`FW 8[FXHMMNRGJNSLHTSZJVXJINSXTXMJ
JRGQJRTKFSFGWXVFHXVNTX`XMFXNX[TYQI GJF
GJXVF]FQTKMNRNK8INI STXFXQJFWXUVTXJWXXMJ
INRNSNWMRJSXTKMNWFHXTKIJKNFSHJ% E

=MTXTLVFUMW_ ?YWFS:JNWJQFW&:FLSYR=MTVTW
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